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Doc Hims: At a Gance

Season: Doc Films screens muies every night of the week during the fdl, winter and spring quaers.
During the summer it screens four maes per veek.

Type of Organiza tio n: Doc is an organization sféed completely by student voluneers. Students
sel tickets, un shows, program series, project and geron the board.

Number of Vol unteers: around 150
Locatio n: Max Ralevsky Cinema, tla Noyes Hall, 1212 Est 59th Street, Chicgo, IL 60637

Projectio n Equipment :two Simplex 35mm projecirs with Christie xenon lamphouses, one
Eastman25 16mm projecor, and a (brand ng) HIGHIit e 8000Dsx+ made by Digital FPojection
Inc, throwing 8000 ANSI Lumens and ontrast ratio of 2000:1

Media Gntact: Aaron Gieenbeg ¥aaronsg@uchicagadu ¥ (818) 451-9034
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Doc HIims: Past and Pesent

Doc Films is on reord with the Museum of Modem Art as the longest ontinuously running student
film society in the nation.The organization wa founded in Deember 1940 a the International
House Documentay HIm Group, though its anecedents stretch backa 1932.1itial ly the group fo
cused on Othe realist study of our time via nonfiction film,O but the documentdone ould not sus
tain the organization; within a fev years, the group@rograms expandedtinclude fiction and ex
perimental films, a mixture that it maintains ¢ this day

Providing an unquestioned resougcto the University of Chicago and wider city ommunity, Doc
Films screens muies e/ery night of the academic yeaoften showing meies that would not be shown
elsavhere. Dedicatd to providing a lowcost, high-quality venue for drstic, relevant and socidly im-
portant domestic and inernational movies, Doc currentyy shows films at the Mx Ralevsky Cinema,
1212 Est 59th StreetThe theater is named fhier Max Ralevsky whose generous gift lmwed Doc o
build and operaé a stag-of-the-art cinema.

The cinema boats two Simplex 35mm projectrs with Christie xenon lamphouses, one Eman25
16mm projecbr, and a brand ne HIGHIit e 8000Dsx+ made by Digital Pojection Inc, throwing
8000 ANSI Lumens and ontrast ratio of 2000:1.The projectors’ variable speed and fukperture
lens alow Doc FHIms to present silent films in the closest appxénation to their original exhibition.
The theater's Dolby Digital and Digital Theater Sysems (dts) audio sysmms meet the highest stan
dards in digital sound.

Doc Films's outstanding equipment is matched by its rich andlorful programming. Students de
velop programming themes for each guar of the academic calendadedicating one night a eek ©

a paticular theme. One reent series presemd a tantalizing selection of German Expressionist films
from the Munich FImmuseum. Other series hae showeased the diverse national cinenseaof Iran,
Canada, China, Mxico, and Fance or tackled subjects li& feminism and human rights. Doc lsaun
earthed and presentd genre treaures\ silent westerns, anarchist omedies, zombie cinema, naughty
one-reelers. Roent retrospectives hae examined the warks of Spile Lee, dmesWong Howe, &an-
Luc Godard, Rer Paolo Rasolini, Erich von Stroheim, Gaham Geene, dhn Ford, Preston Sturges,
Powell and RessburgerSatyajit Ray and Hou Hsiao-Hsien. Doc also routingl shows prints fom
some of the ountry® leading film archiveSincluding the Library of Congress, UCLA, and ldrvard.

Many film directors, familiar and obscure, he visied Doc to present films and lead discussiond-
fred Hitchcock, bhn Ford, Nicholas Ray bseph LoseySamuel Hller, bsef von Strnberg, &rry
Lewis, George @kor, Maya Deren, Stan Brakhge, Otto Preminger, Ritz Lang, Howard Hawks,

G.W. Pabst, Federick Wiseman, Giy Maddin, Terrence Malick, Harold Ramis, Michael Pwell, bhn
Milius andWoodyAllen have led discussions and anemed questions about their filmsA number of
notable critics have also graed Doc®stayeNincluding Andrew Sarris, dnathan Rosenbaum, Daid
Thomson, Fed Camper, PeterWollen, Gerald Mast, Pauline Kael, Fobin Wood, andArthur Knight.
And over the decades Doc lghoskd an atonishing number of Chicgo premieres, giving the city its
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first glimpse of such msterpieces @ The Rules of the Game, An Autumn Afternoon, Au hasard Balthazar,
The Loyal 47 Ronin, Masculin-Feminin, and ountless underground landmarks Andy Warhol and oth
ers.

Volunteering for Doc ha led sgeral former studentsa careers in filmmaking and film criticism.
Former members include Brest Callenbach, founding edibor of Film Quarterly; Gordon Quinn and
Gerald Temaney co-founders of Kartemquin Rlms (Hoop Dreams, Golub, Home for Life); Terry Curtis
Fox, a playwright and former maie critic for the Village Voice; Dave Kehr, former film critic for the
Chicago Reader and current olumnist at the New York Times, Henry Sheehan, Lodngeles Him Critics
Association Resident; and filmmalersAaron Lipstadt (City Limits, Android) and Myron Meisel (¢5.A//
True: Based on an Unfinished Film by Orson Welles).

Perhaps Doc is best encapsukad by our enty in OThe Fm Snobs Dictionary":

The film society of the Uhiversity of Chicago, founded in 1932ghe Documentay Him
Group. Hard-oore beyond wrds and lay emprehension, the society is populad by 19year
olds who hae already seervery film ever made, and bass its own Dolby Digital-equipped
cinema and an impressive ragt of alumni that includes Snob-rered critic Dave Kehr.

- Vanity Fair, "The Him Snobs Dictionary," March 2004, p. 332

The students who un Doc FHlims hope b reach a wide-ranging audieacfrom film aficionados ©
casual mariegoers, by cultivating and facilitating an exeiment for the study of film.Their mission is
to nurture and inspire future wriers, filmmalers, and creative &ists to tackle the professional wrld
of cinema.

Media Gntact: Aaron Gieenberg ¥aaronsg@uchicagadu ¥ (818) 451-9034
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Premieres & Doc

Doc has long been a leading fom for new and groundbreaking films. H addition to hosting the Chi
cago premier ofBrokeback Mountain (With director Ang Lee and wrier Ames Schamus in &hdan®)
Doc has hosed the Chicayo premiers of films that are now mainstays in the canonNincluding major
works by Godard, Ozu, Bnoir and Mizoguchi.The following is a list of notable Chicgo premieres

Doc has hosed:

Michelangelo Ant onioni & F rederico Fellini
L' Amore in citta (4/118/1962)

Robert Br esson
Au basard Balthazar (2/26/1971)

Luis Bu-uel
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe (4/27/1975)

Claude Chabrol
La Rupture (5/24/1975)
Line of Demarcation (5/15/1970)

Jean Cocteau
Blood of @ Poet (2/17/1951)

Aleksandr Dovzhenk o
Shchors (2/10/1944)

Rainer Werner Fassinder
Satan's Brew (4/20/1978)
Lili Marleen (10/9/1982)

Robert Flaher ty
The Land (6/29/1942)

Samuel Fuller
Dead Pigeon on Beethoven Street (5/12/1976)

Jean-Luc Godard
Band of Outsiders (2/11/1967)
Sympathy for the Devil (216-2/7/1970) N
American premier
Wind from the East (10/18/1970)
Le Gai Savoir (4/25/1971)
Viadamir and Rosa (4/9/1972)
Masculin-Feminin (10/5/1976)

Richard Lester
The Bed-Sitting Room (11/08/1970)

Chris M arker
Le Joli Mai (5/51967)

Media Gntact: Aaron Gieenberg ¥aaronsg@uchicagadu ¥ (818) 451-9034

Kenji Mizoguchi
The 47 Ronin Part I (5/23/1976)
The 47 Ronin Part I1 (5/30/1976)

Yasujiro Ozu
An Autumn Afternoon (10/31/1975)
I was Born But... (5/9/1976)
There Was a Father (5/11/1975)
The Only Son (11/2/1975)

Pier Paolo Pasolini
Medea (4/7/1972)

Satyajit Ray
Middleman (3/4/1979)

Jean Renoir
The Rules of the Game (3/3/1951)
La Marseillaise (4/22/1969)

Alain R esnais
Muriel (4/7/1967)
Night and Fog (11/10/1962)

Lionel R ogosin
Come Back, Africa (3/2/1962)

Alain Tanner
Le milieu du Monde (11/29/1975)

Bertr and Travernier
Let Joy Reign Supreme (1/28/1978)

Paul Verhoven
Soldier of Orange (1/24/1982)

Andy Warhol
Nude Restaurant (5/8/1968)
Bike Boy (10/4/1968)
*¥x (4/16/1969)
Fuck (4/8/1970)
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Notable Alumni

Doc bas produced a number of prominent alumni who bave extended their love of the cinema to their professional
lives. Here are a few, in alpbabetical order:

Jerry Blumenthal ¥ a-founder of Kartemquin films

Ernest Callenbach ¥ founder and edior of Film Quarterly; novelist; former film editor, the Uni-
versity of California Press

Don Dr uker ¥ former film critic, Chicago Reader

Marc Evansy¥ former president of the Chicgo International Hlm Festival;Vice President of
Production, Paramount Studios

Charles Flynn ¥ author (withTodd McCarthy) Kzng of the Bs
Terry Curtis Fox ¥ writer, Stargaé SG1, AG

David K ehr ¥ film critic, New York Times; formerly of the Chicago Reader, The Chicago Tribune,
New York Daily News; contribut or to Film Comment

Aaron Lipstadt ¥ director, Law & Order

Mi ke Mahern ¥ screenwrier, Mobsters (1991); se&ed on theWrit ers Quild of America

Myron Meisel ¥ filmmaker, It's A/l True (1993) &l'm a Stranger Here Myself (19°74)

Gordon Quinn ¥ m-founder of Kartemquin films

Henry Sheehany president LosAngeles Fim Critics Society; panelist on NPRS Ofim WeekO;

contribut or to NPR's OfeshAir with Terry GrossO; film criticThe Orange County Register
19932002; writing hes appeared itbzght and Sound, The Atlantic Monthly andDaily Variety.

Gerald Temaner ¥ m-founder of Kartemquin films

Media Gntact: Aaron Gieenberg ¥aaronsg@uchicageaedu ¥ (818) 451-9034
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Famous Visitors to Doc

doc films

Ovwer the years, Doc bas hosted various luminaries, filmmakers, scholars and actors. Included among them are
some of the 20th Century’s most important directors and critics:

Filmmakers

WoodyAllen
Stan Brakhae
George Qukor
Maya Deren
John Ford
Samuel Eller
Howard Hawks
Thom Andersen

Critics
Fred Camper
Gerald Mast
Pauline Kael

Alf red Hitchcock
Fritz Lang

Ang Lee

Jerry Lewis

Guy Maddin
Terrence Malick
John Milius

Billy Woodberry

Arthur Knight
Jonathan Rosenbaum
Andrew Sarris

G.W. Pabst
Michael Powell
Ott o Preminger
Nicholas Ray
James Schamus
Josef von S¢rnberg
King Vidor

Darren Aronofsky

David Thomson
PeterWollen
Robin Wood

Media Gntact: Aaron Gieenbeg ¥aaronsg@uchicagadu ¥ (818) 451-9034
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Frequently Asked Questions

When was Doc Films founded?
Doc Films traces its roots backa the 1930s.tlwas formaly founded & the International House
Documentary HIm Group in December 1940 with its first screenings held the fédwing month.
(Giternational HouseO wadropped fom the name by Spring 1941 andemtualy the abbreviated
Doc Films became the dominant ugge.) Doc Hms has been a fixture of the biversity of Chicego
campus eer sine@.

Where is Doc Films located?
Max Ralevsky Cinema, 1212 Ea59th Street, on the campus of therilersity of Chicego in Hyde
Park. For directions, pleae visit our vebsite, docfilms.uchicago.edu

How much does it cost to see a movie at Doc?

$5 for an individual screening or $26 for a qteuly pass, which grants admissions tal regular
screenings each queerNat least 80 films.

Who runs Doc Films?
Doc is run entirely by student voluneers. Volunteers seve on the board, project films, skfickets,
run shows and program calendars.

What kind of movies does Doc show?
Doc shows a wide variety of filmigold and new, foreign andAmerican, avantgarde and Hlly-
wood. Our calendar changewery quater and ve generdly dordrepeat a given film for at lest
four years.

How often does Doc show movies?
During the Fall, Winter and Spring quders Doc shows a moe every night, with a double feature
on Thursdays, tvo showings otWednesdays, three showings oniday and Saturday nights, and
two matinZes on Sundalyn t otal, 15 screenings aeak. During the Summer quaer, Doc screens
four films a week.

When does Doc show movies?
All weekday screenings begin at 7:@0n The seond Wednesday andhursday shows begin ap
proximately a half hour &er the first film ends.Weekend films often stat between 6:00 and 7:00
p.m.depending on the length of the feature; they repeat twicwith roughly a half-hour break fol
lowing each show

How does Doc decide what movies to show?
Students programmers propose series that focus on dipatar director, writer, star studio, genre,
national cinema, hisprical period, or themeAft er several weeks of discussion, the programmers
vote on which series wuld be best for the next quaer® calendarWeekend movies are seleetd by
ballots given b al Doc volunteers.

How many films bas Doc Films screened?
Thousands and thousands. Dodlfs has screened a different film\eery night sine the eary
1980s, with repeats lwed only every 4 years exapt in very special caes.
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What is the relationship between Doc and the University?
Doc Films is a Rgistred Student Organization (RSO) that operas with a smalsubsidy fom the
University; occaionaly individual University depatments or other outside groups wiilsponsor a
given series, but the & majority of Doc®operating budget ames fom ticket and quaterly pass
revenue.The University of Chicago ha no wversight orer Doc® programming decisions.

Can most Doc movies be seen elsewbhbere?
Often, weekday series at Docontain films of which only a fev prints suwvive. Recent examples
include Fed Halsted's gay pon masterpiece L.A. Plays Itself and Maurice Tourneur®4 Girls Folly.
Doc routinely screens rare printsdém the Library of Congress, UCLARIM & TelevisionArchive,
Harvard HIm Archive, the British FHIm I nstitute, and théNisconsin Cener for AIm and Theater
Research.

What kind of events does Doc sponsor?
In the past year Doc ha hosed Thom Andersen, who preser®d his reent film Los Angeles Plays
Itself and ©nducted a onversation about its themesfeer the screening, avell as DarrenAronof-
sky for a Q&Adter a special screening @ihe Fountain. Sony Rtures Classic chief Michael Barkr
and screenwrier Peter Wollen also camea Doc to present a ne print of MichelangeloAn-
tonioni's The PdssengerN suppressed by its stakck Nicholson, for decades.

Media Gntact: Aaron Gieenberg ¥aaronsg@uchicageaedu ¥ (818) 451-9034




